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School, Family and Fun!

Unit 1: Leisure Time! 

A. Essential Questions:

1. How do I spend my time?

2. What is gong fu (功夫)? And what does it communicate about learning ethics in Chinese culture?

3. What are the popular after school activities?

4. What are the elements of a Chinese painting? 

5. Who are famous Chinese athletes and movie stars?

B. Objectives.  The students will be able to 

1. Name the days of the week

2. Ask what day it is
3. Tell the time of day (morning, afternoon, night etc.)

4. Create an actual weekly schedule

5. Design an ideal weekly schedule

6. Compare the actual and ideal weekly schedules and express preferences

7. Create a daily schedule

8. List 10 popular sports in the US

9. Present a weekly schedule to the class

10. Express preferences for various activities

11. Classify activities according to the time of day

12. Use correct sentence structure to express daily routines: time before verb

13. Ask each other’s preference for sports and activities

14. Invite friends over to join activities

15. Plan for a play date

16. Ask what other people are doing and comment positively on others’ activities

17. Introduce their own favorite sports 

18. List common elements of Chinese Art 

19. Compare and distinguish three types of traditional Chinese painting

20. Compare and contrast traditional Chinese and Western painting

21. Explain the basic steps of gong fu and their significance

C. Vocabulary 

1. Days of the week

2. Terms related to popular after school activities (singing , dancing, painting, cooking, swimming, skiing, running, watching TV and watching a movie)
3. Terms for meals:   breakfast 早饭, lunch 午饭 dinner晚饭, American food 美国饭, Chinese food 中国饭, Japanese food 日本饭 etc…
4. Terms expressing preferences 我喜欢, non-preference 我不喜欢
5. Phrase for invitation:  How about together?
6. Inquiring how good you are at a certain activity: 你足球踢得怎么样？你唱歌 such as:  good / well好; very good/ well很好；not good/ well 不好；just so-so 马马虎虎
7. Interrogative words:  What are you/they doing?
8. Verbs of action: play, kick, sing, dance etc. 
9. Terms related to cinema: lights, camera, action 
10. Themes of three types of Chinese paining
11. Four Treasures -- Chinese brush painting utensils (brush, paper, ink stone and ink stick)
D. Character Writing

1.  Days of the week
2. Time frames: today, yesterday, tomorrow, etc. 
3. Selected terms relating to sports
4. Selected praising words
E. Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives

1. Popular students’ activities in the US and in China

2. Traditional Chinese paintings 

3. Four Treasures of Scholars 

4. Jackie Chan and Yao Ming

5. 2008 Olympic games

F. Suggested Activities and Assessments

1. Lingua Folio Jr. entries
2. Copy cat

3. Laoshi Shuo game (Simon says)

4. TPR

5. Tongue Twister

6. Graph actual weekly schedule

7. Graph ideal weekly schedule 

8. Venn diagram comparing actual and ideal weekly schedules
9. Picture description and narration 

10. Scene conversation (leisure activities) 

11. Role play: invite to a play date

12. Role play: xiao congming (little smarty)

13. Practice gong fu 

14. Chant – kuai ban ge快板
15. Write a short paragraph about their sports idol and present in front of the class

16. Learn basic steps of Chinese gong fu and Jackie Chang

17. Watch segments of Gong Fu Panda
18. Watch segments of Forbidden Kingdom (philosophy of respect for teacher and learning) 

19. Research and paint a Chinese painting

20. Invite friends for a movie date

21. Show and tell: My favorite movie and movie star

22. Picture/character matching envelope task

23. Word search

24. Character building task

G. Standards

1. Communication: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 

2. Cultures: 2.1; 2.1.

3. Connections: 3.1; 3.2.

4. Comparison: 4.2

5. Community: 5.1; 5.2

Unit 2:  Seasons and Activities

A.   Essential Questions:

1. How is the weather in China?

2. How do different seasons affect my schedule?

3. What is my ideal summer vacation? 

B. Objectives.  The students will be able to 

1. Associate weather symbols with expressions

2. Identify yesterday / today / tomorrow’s weather

3. Classify weather and seasons

4. Classify activities according to different seasons
5. Convert Fahrenheit to Celsius

6. Deliver a weather forecast with the pattern: 
What date is today? 今天是      年    月      日

Which day of this week? 今天是星期*

What’s today’s weather? 今天天气怎么样                      
7. Summarize the story of the ten sons

8. Correctly sequence the events of the story of the ten sons

9. Create a variation of the story of the ten sons
10. Express seasonal preferences and support with reasons

C. Vocabulary

1. Year, month and day

2. Terms for four seasons
3. Weather expressions (cold, hot, cool, comfortable, rainy, cloudy, sunny)
4. Seasonal activities (camping, swimming, skiing, etc.)

5. Plural personal pronouns:  (we, all of you, they)

D. Character Writing
1. Degrees of hot and cold﹕ 冷， 熱
2. Seasons: 春夏秋冬
3. Terms for seasonal sports (camping, swimming, skiing, bicycling,etc.)
E. Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives

1. Degrees in Celsius versus Fahrenheit

2. Popular seasonal activities in China

3. Comparative study of seasonal sports in China and US

F. Suggested Activities and Assessments

1. Four corners activity for seasons

2. Paper folding of spring
3. Read the story of the ten suns

4. Gouin series to sequence events of the story

5. Conversion math activity (Fahrenheit to Celsius)
6. Paired conversations (seasonal activities)

7. Inside/outside circles (seasonal activities)
8. Broadcast a weather report

9. Chant: tall and short

10. TPR: descriptive words

11. Lahoshi Shuo (Simon says)

12. Character building games

13. Guessing game: magic bag
14. Artist’s  race:  seasonal activities
15. Picture description
16. Bingo game with seasons and weather expressions

G.  Standards

1. Communication: 1.1; 1.2; 1.3
2. Culture: 2.1; 2.2

3. Connections: 3.1; 3.2

4. Comparison: 4.1; 4.2

5. Communities: 5.1; 5.2

Unit 3:  Family description
A.   Essential Questions:
1. How would you describe your family?

2. How would you describe yourself in terms of personality?

B.  Objectives.  The students will be able to
1. List terms related to emotions
2. Write a physical description for family members

3. Provide the opposite for physical and emotional terms

4. Describe family members with personality characteristics
5. Express their own emotions
6. Identify people according to the physical description that is heard
7. Associate personality characteristics with zodiac animals

C.  Vocabulary 

1. Descriptive words (tall, short, fat, skinny)
2. Terms related to personality  (smart, cute, pleasant, friendly)
D. Character Writing

1. Personality

2. Height and weight

3. Smart and cute
4. Opposite words  (tall/ short, fat/ skinny etc). 
E. Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives

1. Personal and physical description protocols
2. Personal traits and zodiac signs
F. Suggested Activities and Assessments

1. TPR:  descriptive words

2. Guessing game: magic bag
3. Classroom survey of number, age, and grade of siblings

4. Presentation of the description of family members

5. Four corners conversational activity
6. Tongue twister

7. Chant: tall and short

8. Celebrity description

9. Picture labeling activity

10. Envelope matching task

11. Guessing game:  picture taped to someone’s back
12. Guess who? game corresponding to physical characteristics
13. Lahoshi Shuo (Simon says)

14. Character building games
15. Artist’s race
16. Draw and describe an imaginary monster/creature including physical and personality characteristics
G. Standards
1. Communication: 1.1; 1.2; 1.3
2. Culture: 2.1; 2.2

3. Connections: 3.1; 3.2

4. Comparison: 4.1; 4.2

5. Communities: 5.1; 5.2

Unit 4:  Lucky Red -- Colors and Clothing

A.  Essential Questions:

1. What is the significance of color in Chinese culture?

2. How do Chinese people dress?

B.  Objectives.  The students will be able to 

1. Ask and answer about their favorite colors

2. Name basic colors
3. Communicate color preferences

4. Describe the color of seasonal fruit

5. List fruits unique to China (litche, etc,)

6. Associate fruits with the corresponding seasons
7. List and label various items of clothing

8. Ask where something is

9. Express clothing preferences

10. Identify clothing to pack for trips in different seasons

11. Describe Chinese traditional clothing

12. Express comfort or lack of comfort related to clothing

C.  Vocabulary

1. Articles of clothing (jacket, boots, slippers, shoes, winter coat, summer t-shirt)

2. Colors (red, while, blue, yellow, purple, orange)

3. Adjectives describing degrees of comfort (comfortable, uncomfortable, etc.)

4. Articles of traditional clothing

5. Process of missing, seeking, finding

D.  Character Writing

1. Terms that communicate color

2. Selected seasonal fruits

3. Selected basic clothing terms                                                                                                                                                                                           

E.  Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives
1. School uniforms

2. The meaning of color in Chinese culture

3. Color taboos in Chinese culture

4. Chinese traditional costumes: hanfu 漢服
F.  Suggested Activities and Assessments

1. Picture narration / description activity

2. Survey peers and graph favorite colors

3. Role plays searching for lost items
4. Four corners (color / clothing)

5. Play bingo game (clothing and colors)

6. Artist’s race: color and clothing
7. Mark the cadence with hand clappers

8. Fashion show narration

9. Word search
10. Fly swatter: characters related to clothing and colors
11. Role play: pack for seasonal trip

12. Inside/outside circles conversational activity
13. Packing paper suitcase for seasonal journey activity
14. Picture labeling activity

15. Linguafolio Junior entry

G.  Standards

1. Communication: 1.1; 1.2; 1.3
2. Culture: 2.1; 2.2

3. Connections: 3.1; 3.2

4. Comparison: 4.1; 4.2

5. Communities: 5.1; 5.2

Unit 5:  Ouch! Body Parts and Five Senses

A.   Essential Questions:

1. How do I express being hurt or sick?
2. What is the Silk Road?  What is its significance?

B.  Objectives:  The students will be able to 

1. Name body parts

2. Name five senses

3. Associate body parts with the five senses

4. Ask for help when they get hurt

5. Praise people positively

6. Express gratitude

7. Body part picture labeling activity
8. Ask how other people feel (health)
9. Respond to someone’s health condition appropriately

10. Retell Silk Road story

11. Sequence events in the story of the silk road

   11. Trace the Silk Road journey with the Monkey King

   12. Role-play: story of camel and Marco Polo 
   13. Create a cartoon story

   14. Narrate their story to a partner

   15. Make classroom signs

   16. Create signs for their room at home 

   17.  Follow road signs

   18.  Give and follow directions

   19.  List the four cardinal directions:  (north, south, east and west)
C.  Vocabulary 

1. Terms for body parts

2. Terms for five senses

3. Terms related to health conditions

4. Terms related to the story of the Silk Road
D.  Character Writing

1. Body parts

2. Five senses 

E.  Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives

1. The Silk Road

2. Road signs
3. Giving directions
F.  Suggested Activities and Assessments

1. Role-play: Are you sick? (Play doctor)

2. Envelope task matching senses and body parts
3. Lahoshi Shuo (Simon says)

4. Song: Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes 
5. Chant: We are Robot -- body and action

6. Make a poster about five senses used in school life
7. Inside/outside circles inquiring about another’s health
8. Draw and label life size bodies on butcher paper
9. Tear sheet vocabulary: senses and body parts
10. Word bank labeling activity: senses and body parts
11. Locate familiar characters contained in road signs

12. Synthesize the story of the Silk Road
13. Gouin series sequencing the story of the silk road
14. Map activities:  following directions
15. Pair practice giving and following directions on a street map

16. Design signs incorporating Chinese characters
G.  Standards

1.  Communication: 1.1; 1.2; 1.3
2.  Culture: 2.1; 2.2

3.  Connections: 3.1; 3.2

4.  Comparison: 4.1; 4.2

5.  Communities: 5.1; 5.2

Unit 6:  Going to a Restaurant

A.  Essential Questions:

1.   What is Chinese cuisine like?

2.   What are the differences between Chinese and Western eating habits, table setting

      and table manners?

3.   What is so special about Chinese tea culture? 

B.  Objectives.  The students will be able to 

1. Give the terms for common, popular foods

2. Express like and dislikes

3. Associate foods with the corresponding meal at which it is normally eaten
4. Indicate preferences

5. Describe degree of preference (very much, a little, etc)

6. Express favorite(s)

7. Place an order from a menu
8. Ask the price

9. Convert Yuan into dollars in order to pay the bill

10. Ask for items missing from the table setting

11. Interact with a waiter to ask for and pay the check

12. Exhibit culturally appropriate behaviors in a Chinese restaurant

13. List the steps in serving/drinking tea

14. Describe the vessels used for tea service

15. Explain the history of Chinese tea

16. Distinguish between four types of tea

17. Perform a Chinese tea service following the appropriate protocol

C.  Vocabulary
1. Terms for popular Chinese food items found on take-out menu

2. Terms for meals:  breakfast早饭, lunch午饭, dinner晚饭, American food 饭,Chinese food中国饭, Japanese food日本饭, etc.
3. Examples of typical seasonal or holiday Chinese foods
4. Terms for ordering food:  (I would like, may I please, etc.)
5. Expressions of hunger and thirst
6. Utensils:  (chopsticks, spoon, fork and knife)
7. Terms to indicate wants and desires
8. Terms expressing preferences我喜欢 and non-preference我我喜欢
9. Terms related to paying the bill (how much? the bill, pay)
10. Terms related to Chinese tea service:  vessels and activities
11. Types of tea served in China
D.  Character Writing

1.  Popular Chinese food items

2.  Money unit 

E.  Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives

1. 元； 幣； 美金-conversion to dollars

2. Comparison of Eastern and Western eating habits 
3. Chinese tea culture

4. U.S. coffee culture

5. Holiday foods (Chinese New Year; Lantern Festival; Moon Festival)

6. Seasonal food (lichi)
F.  Suggested Activities and Assessments

1.   Chant: food 

2.    Practice using chopsticks

3.   Chopsticks competition game

4.   Role play: order a drink or meal from a restaurant
5.   Role play: pretend to be the waiter and take food orders
6.   Tear sheet vocabulary with foods
7. Write a short composition about when I am hungry
8. Design an invitation card
9. Create a Chinese menu
10. Play charades
11. Picture description…is drinking; ….are eating; …like… …are hungry
12. Poster presentation: selected topic about Chinese food (tea, dofu, baozi, soybean
       juice)  
13. Venn Diagram: food culture – east and west
14.  Vocabulary bingo

15.  Chinese menu word search
16.  PowerPoint tea history and tea service

17.  PowerPoint holidays and related foods
G.  Standards

     1. Communication: 1.1; 1.2; 1.3
     2. Culture: 2.1; 2.2

     3. Connections: 3.1; 3.2

     4. Comparison: 4.1; 4.2

     5. Communities: 5.1; 5.2
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Chinese for Youth （遠東少年中文） Wei-ling Wu and Shu-han Wang, Far East Publishing, 2006: Taiwan. North America Distributor, U.S. International Publishing, Inc. 

Get Talking Chinese. Elinor Greenwood. Dorling Kindersley Ltd., 2007. New York.

Learn Chinese with Me (跟我学汉语).  People’s Education Press, 2006, 4th edition, Beijing, China.
Chinese Made East, Yamin Ma and Xinying Li, Joing Publishing (HK), 2006
Fun with Chinese Characters, Huan Peng Tan, Federal Publications, 2007

ACTFL Performance Guideline for K-12 Learners, American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 2007

Chinese Culture for Children, Marisa Lin Fang and Helen Ma Jung.  Far East Book

    Company, Ltd.  NY, NY: 2004

China, DK Eyewitness Books (Hardcover) by Hugh Sebag-Montefiore, New York, 2007, 

Children’s Map of China and Children’s Map of The World, 2007, Cheng Du Di Tu (Map) Publishing House, China. 

Learning Spoken Chinese by Rhythimic Chants, Book 1 & 2, Beijing Languae and Culture University Press, by Da Shiping, Beijing, 2005.

My First Chinese Readers, Vol 1, 2, 3, 4,  2007, Better Chinese Ltd,. Palo Alto, CA 2005. 
Mei ZHou Chinese (美洲華語), Theresa H Chao, MZHY Editors Group, July 2007, NCACLS (National Councils of Associations of Chinese Language Schools) CA, USA.

The Eternal Army – 96-Piecce Jigsaw Puzzles, The Five mile Press Pty Ltd, CA 2007. 

CDs, CDRoms, DVDs

Chinese Children Songs, Better Chinese, Better Chinese Ltd.,  Palo Alto, CA 2005. 

Chinese Holiday Songs, Better Chinese, Better Chinese Ltd., Palo Alto, CA 2005.  

Chinese Joyous Music, Nanjin (China) 2007. 

Online Resources 
Quia teaching tool: www.quia.com
On line map: http://www.nationsonline.org/
Language Guide Org: http://www.languageguide.org/

Asia Society: Ask Asia Org http://www.askasia.org/teachers/
Columbia University: Asia for Educators http://afe.easia.columbia.edu
Association of Asian Studies: Education about Asia http://www.aasianst.org/eaa-toc.htm
China Sprout: http://www.chinasprout.com
Chinese calligraphy on line tool: http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/calligraphy.html

Asia For Kids: http://www.afk.com/
China Books: http://www.chinabooks.com/
Laowai Chinese, www.laowaichinese.net 

EZ Learn Chinese: http://www.ezlearnchinese.com
FSI Language Course: http://fsi-language-courses.com/Chinese.aspx

Introduction to Chinese characters video: http://sonicnovel.com/kanjia.html

The online Teacher Resource http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/current_events/china/
Discovery Lesson Plan Library:  http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/

Primary Source: Online Curriculum http://www.primarysource.ort/resources/
Discovery Education streaming http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm
全美中文學校聯合總會NCACLS:  www.ncacls.org
Traditional vs. Simplified Characters, an excellent overview http://sonicnovel.com/Simp3.html
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